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Part Two: Auyana-Usarufa 



TABLE 5 
Phonetic Segments 







Consonants 










Bilabial 


Alveolar 


Velar 


Labialized 


Glottal 


Stops 












Voiceless 


P 


t 


k 


kw 


Q 


Voiced 


b 


d 


g 


gw 




Fricatives 












Voiceless 


[pV 


s 








Voiced 


[b] 




It] 


few] 




Lateral 




[1] - [tl] 








Vibrant 




[r] 








Nasals 


m 

w 


n 
Semivowels 

y 

Vowels 


[>]] 








Front 




Central 




Back 


High 


/ 








u 


Mid 


e 




«t 




o 


Low 






aa 







* Symbols enclosed in square brackets are allophonic. 

t The phonetic quality is usually symDolized by |j9] in this case and [a] for the 
low central vowel. The symbols here are chosen for practical purposes. Symbols /q/, 
/kw/, and /gw/ are also so chosen. 

2. Phonology 

2.L Phonemes (segmental) 

2.LL Consonants. Voiceless and voiced stops occur at bilabial, alveolar, 
and velar positions, and also the labiovelar position. The bilabial and alve- 
olar stops contrast following the nasals: aampaq 'on the path', aamba 'path'; 
sindaampaq 'my alimentary track', siyaamba 'my arm'; ontama 'door', 
undama 'wind'. However, the velar phonemes do not contrast in this way. 
The voiceless varieties occur in initial position and following the nasal 
(which in turn is velar in position): kesibako 'my younger brother', kwi- 
komba 'arm band', kankamba 'rubbish', tunkwi 'darkness'. The velars con- 
trast in intervocalic positions: anaabukoma 'her husband's mother, her son's 
wife', anaabugoma 'her mother's father', awaikoma 'her husband', amaai- 
goma her sister-in-law'; aukwaiqa 'bird arrow head', auqwaima 'message'. 
Voiced stops have stop versus fricative allophones. The bilabial fricative 
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fluctuates between voiced and voiceless varieties. The alveolar obstruent 
is a stop before a homorganic nasal, a lateral following /i/, and a flapped 
vibrant (sometimes fluctuates with tl), elsewhere. Examples: [ayaanap/ 
biq] 'his finger nail', oqomba 'another', tindauma 'yesterday', [marama] 
'ground', [silaumba] 'my knee'. Consonant phonemes are thus /p, b, t, d, k, 
g, kw, gw, q, s, m, n, w, y/. 

2.1.2. Vowels. There are six vowels in Auyana as charted, using double 
vowel /aa/ to represent the low central vowel, and /a/ for the mid central 
vowel. Note the following examples: iyamba 'dog', iyaamba 'bush turkey', 
anama 'bamboo', aanoma 'later', andama 'string', aamba 'path', unaane 'It 
is a bag', mayaamba 'taro', ema 'you', oyama 'door'. Bee in chapter XIII 
describes five vowels for Usarufa, finding the central varieties to be in com- 
plementary distribution by interpreting the lower quality as a sequence of 
two and long with the higher being short and single. Her material resembles 
the Auyana since we use a and aa also. The other languages in the family 
also have at least six vowels, with Awa having a seventh. 
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